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Report  on  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OF  THE  HALSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT 

for  the  year  1950 


By  DR.  J.  S.  RANSON.  M.R.C.S..  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Odiccr  of  Health. 


To  Tin  Chairman  and  Members  oe  the 
Public  Health  Committee,  Halstead  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  GrNTLrMFN. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit,  through  you.  to  the  Council  th's 
Annual  Report  (rn  the  District  for  the  year  1950. 

This  year  has  again  been  particularly  free  I'rom  cases  of  infectious 
d'sease  except  from  a somewhat  extensive  outbreak  of  whooping  cough. 

Again  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified  and  the  high  rate  of 
children  immunised  against  this  disease  has  been  maintained. 

The  District  still  awaits  the  inception  of  the  Mains  Water  Scheme 
and  likewise  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  for  the  parishes  of 
Castle  Hedingham,  Sible  Hetlingham,  Cireal  YeUlham,  Ridgewell  and 
Gosfield  aw'ait  final  sanction. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  the  installation  of  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  works  to  the  other  parishes  in  the  event  of  their  being 
provided  with  a main  water  supply. 


1.  HOUSING 

The  Council’s  programme  of  building  has  proceeded  during  the 
year  and  it  seems  tliat  the  demand  for  houses  in  the  outlying  parishes  is 
almost  .satisfied.  The  waiting  lists  at  Earls  Colne  and  Sible  Hedingham 
are  still  considerable. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  found  neces.sary  to  make  very  large 
increases  of  rents  of  new  Council  Elouses.  Some  of  these  houses  are  not 
connected  to  a main  water  supply.  It  must  be  realised'  that  in  the  future 
rents  must  again  be  increaseif  by  the  provision  of  such  a water  supply, 
by  the  provision  in  some  instances  of  more  adet|uate  drainage*  and  also  by 
an  increase  in  (he  general  rate.  I hese  three  items  ma\  make  the  inclusive 
rent  of  Council  houses  higher  than  can  be  aflorded  by  tigricultural 
workers. 

I he  ( oiincil  h:ive  already  decided  to  build  bungalows  for  old 
persons  which  are  badly  needed.  It  seems  that  an  answer  to  the  problem 
might  be  the  building  of  similar  two  bedroom  bungalows  for  \oung 
married  couples  which  might  be  let  uniler  an  agreement  that  the  tenancy 
of  a larger  Council  liouse  would  be  offered  in  the  event  of  an  increase 
of  family  causing  overcrowding. 
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The  policy  of  representing  all  bad  houses  from  which  tenants  have 
been  selected  for  Council  Houses  has  been  continued  during  the  year. 
This  has  resulted  in  some  of  these  houses  being  reconstructed. 

Hie  rise  in  rents  of  Council  houses  will  undoubtedly  in  the  future 
allect  the  demand  for  the  same  with  a eonseuuent  demand  for  any  house 
at  a lower  rent.  This  should  not  deter  the  Committee  I t orn  taking  any 
steps  that  may  prevent  the  occupation  ol  a bad  house.  Certain  persons  aro 
still  anxious  to  inhabit  such  houses  preterring  any  dwelling  ol  their  own 
to  living  in  lodgings.  The  Committee  should  protect  such  people  Irom 
their  own  choice  as  the  evidence  of  deterioration  ol  health  Irom  the 
inhabitation  of  a bad  house  is  quite  clear. 


2.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  lySD)  according  to  the  Rate 


Rooks 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £25 

Total  Male 

Live  Births  Legitimate: — 230  114 

Illegitimate:--  8 5 

Still  Births  5 2 


Birth  rate  tier  1.000  of  estimated  resident  population 

Birth  rate  England  and  Wales 

Stillbirth  late  per  1.000  (live  and  stillbirths) 

Deaths  (Registrar  General's  estimate) 

Death  rate  per  1.000  resident  population  .. 

TJeath  rate  England  and  Wales 

(Death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.75)  ... 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

(per  1,000  live  births) 

Total  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
[deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
IDcaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 


77,089 

16,960 

5,848 
£61,654 
2 12  0 
Female 
116 
3 

3 

13.9 

15.8 
20 

235 

13.5 

1 1.6 
lO.l 

16.9 

4 
0 
0 

34 

0 

0 


Deaths  at  Varhuis  Age  Groups  (luring  1949 

(Registered  and  Transferred) 


Aut*  ( J roil  |) 

Ki‘M  isLci  ( (i 

N t » of  1 )l‘M  tils 
't'rnnsC*M  rfd 

Linder  one  year  ... 

4 

1 

1 and  under  2 years 

2 and  under  5 years 

1 

1 

5 and  under  15  years 

1 

15  and  under  25  years 

2 

1 

25  and  under  35  vears 

35  and  under  45  years 

— 

f) 

45  and  under  55  years 

(t 

in 

f> 

55  and  under  65  years 

5 

65  and  under  75  vears 

49 

14 

75  years  and  upwards 

H.'i 

H7 

I'otai  Is 

157 

7H 

5 


3.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 


Except  for  the  considerable  outbreak  of  whooping  cough,  very  few 
cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  notified. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  has  been  notified  during  the  last  nine  years. 
The  high  rate  of  children  immunised  against  this  disease  has  been 
maintained. 

The  use  of  new  drugs  has  undoubtedly  prevented  the  establishment 
and  notification  of  such  diseases  as  puerperal  fever,  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  erysipelas  and  possibly  scarlet  fever. 

These  drugs  are  given  at  the  onset  of  symptoms  whereby  the  course 
of  the  disease  is  abruptly  arrested  preventing  the  diagnosis  by  the  usual 
following  symptoms. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  : 


Total  Cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Dead 

Erysipelas 

2 



— 

Infectious  Jaundice 

2 



Measles 

33 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

4 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

89 

— 

— 

Dysentry 

1 

Toialrt 

150 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis — Cases  Notified  during  1950; 


Ace  Periods 

I’liluionary 

Noii-Polmonary 

Jlale 

Fennile 

Male  Female 

Under 

1 yea  r 

— 

— 

1 — 

1 and 

under 

5 

years 

— 

— 



5 and 

under 

10 

years 

— 

— 



10  and 

under 

15 

years 

— 

— 

— 1 

15  and 

under 

20 

years 

— 

, — 



20  and 

under 

25 

years 

— 

— 



25  and 

under 

35 

years 

1 

! 2 



35  and 

under 

45 

years 

— 

— 



45  and 

under 

55 

yea  rs 

— 



55  ;ind 

under 

65 

yea  rs 

1 

— 



65  yea 

s and 

upwards 

— 

— 



T 

nials 

2 

O 

1 i 1 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis; 

Pulmonary  ...  ..  Male  .5 

Female  — 

Non-Pulmonary  Male  — 

Female  — 
Total  3 
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4.  FOOD  POISONING 


(i)  Food  Poisoning  Notifications 

1st  Quarter  Nil. 

2nd  Quarter  Nil. 

3rd  Quarter  Nil. 

4th  Quarter  Nil. 


Total  Nil. 


(ii)  Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents. 

Total  outbreaks:  Nil. 

Outbreaks  due  to:  — 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons:  Nil. 

(b)  Salmonella  Organisms:  Nil. 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxins):  Nil. 

(d)  Cl.  botulinum : Nil. 

(e)  Other  bacterial:  Nil. 

(iii)  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause. 

Total  outbreaks:  Nil.  Total  cases:  Nil. 

(iv)  Single  Cases. 

Agents  identified:  Nil.  Unknown  cause:  Nil.  Total:  Nil. 


5.  MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  Ambulance  Services  and  Laboratory  facilities  remained  the 
same  as  at  the  end  of  1949. 


In  conclusion  may  1 thank  the  Members  of  the  Committee  and  the 
Staff  of  the  Council  for  their  unfailing  help  during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  sincere  servant, 

J.  S.  RANSON. 

.Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  on  the 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  HALSTEAD 
RURAL  DISTRICT 
foi  the  year  1950 


By  HAROLD  NIELD,  A.M.I.S.E.,  M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Officer. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  The  Public  Health 
Committee,  Halstead  Rural  District  Council 


Mr.  Ch.mrman.  Madam  and  GtNrLEMEN, 

1 have  pleasuie  in  submitting  the  following  Annual  Report  on  the 
Sanhary  Circumstances  of  the  Halstead  Rural  District  for  the  year  1950. 
which  includes  particulars  of  the  wrirk  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Department. 

The  report  is  mainly  statistieal  and  shows  that  considerable  progress 
was  made  in  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  District,  but  that  much 
remains  to  be  accomplished. 

T he  confidence  and  support  of  the  Publie  Health  Committee  during 
the  year  were  greatly  appreeiated.  I should  also  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  ungrudging  help  and  loyal  co-operation  given  me  by 
the  staff  of  the  Department  in  earrying  out  our  very  onerous  duties  for 
which  more  than  ever  under  present  day  eircumstances  the  utmost  tact, 
discretion  and  impartiality  are  so  essential. 


I.  STAFF. 

Sanitary  Offieer  Haroi  d Nut  d. 


A.M.I.S.H.,  M.R.San.L.  M.S.I.A.. 
Incorporated  Sanitary  Engineer. 


■Additional  Sanitary  Inspeetors  WTi  liam  L.  C.  Prdi'D, 

M.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

JottN  Turner, 

M.S.I.A.  'S.nee  21.4.501 


Sanitary  Assistant 
Part-time  Clerk 


FLrian  E.  Coleman.  (Sinee  26.6.50). 


Mi.ss  Dorothy  E.  Dk  ki  n.s 

(From  2.1.50  to  28.2.50) 


Clerk  Typist 


Miss  Hilda  M.  Taylor 

(Since  17.7.51)) 
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2.  FOOD. 


(a)  General. 

Duties  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  food  supplies  generally 
had  to  he  restricted  on  account  of  other  more  pressing  duties,  but  on  the 
whole  the  conditions  under  which  foods  were  prepared  and  stored  were 
reasonably  satisfactory.  Several  premises,  particularly  registered  food 
preparing  premises,  however,  required  structural  improvements  to  bring 
tliem  up  to  present  day  standards. 

The  Council  have  not  yet  adopted  Bye-laws  for  securing  the 
observance  of  sanitary  and  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in  connection 
with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  sold  or  intended  for 
sale  for  human  consumption,  and  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  food 
or  exposure  of  food  for  sale  in  the  open  air.  buf  as  soon  as  such  Bye-laws 
are  in  operation,  and  when  certain  other  pressing  duties  have  been  com- 
pleted. a comprehensive  "clean  food  campaign”  will  be  carried  out 
throughout  the  District. 

Details  of  food  premises  in  the  District,  and  of  inspections  made 
regarding  the  food  therein,  the  Ingiene  of  the  processes,  and  the  structure 
and  cleanliness  of  the  premises  were;  — 


Type  of  Food  Premises 

No  in 
District, 

No  of 
Inspections 

Bakehouses 

17 

3 

Fish  Fryers 

3 

2 

Food  Preparing  Premises  (Registered) 

15 

72 

General  Provision  Shops 

103 

68 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ... 

26 

47 

Meat  Shops 

23 

74 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

11 

28 

Slaughterhouses 

8 

69 

Street  Vendors 

2 

Public  Houses  and  Inns 

87 

26 

Totals 

293 

:491 

A1  Miscellaneous  food  inspections  were  made. 

5 food  preparing  premises  were  reconstructed  during  the  vear  as  a 
result  of  informal  action  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 

20  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  gave  the  following  results;  — 


Ministry  of  Healtli  Provisional  Grade 

No.  ot  Ice  dream  SampleH 

1 

14 

II 

3 

ill 

1 

iV 

1 . 

Total  ..  ‘10  ~ 
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(b)  Unsound  Food. 

No  cases  of  unsound  food  being  exposed  for  sale  were  found,  and 
it  was  not  necessary  to  make  any  seizures  of  food.  Vendors  co-operated 
very  satisfactorily  in  reporting  suspected  food,  which  resulted  in  the 
following  commodities  being  voluntarily  surrendered:  — 

Bananas  40  lbs. 

Beef  4 fbs. 

Tea  17  lbs. 

Tinned  Food  151  lbs. 


Total  212  lbs. 


(c)  Post-mortem  Inspection  of  Animals 

Details  of  post-mortem  inspection  of  animals  were:  — 


Oattle 

excliul- 

int! 

COWB 

Cows 

Calves 

sheep 

anti 

Ijainbs 

Goats 

Pigs 

No.  Killed 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

G 

•J 
• ) 

21G 

No.  Inspected 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

:■! 

52 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

tc)  Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected aflected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only 

(a)  Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

(c)  Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected atfected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

9.C15 

(d)  Milk  and  Dairies. 

The  condition  of  milk  premises  other  than  farms  and  the  distribution 
of  milk  throughout  the  District  were  on  the  whole  very  satisfactory. 
Inspections  were  made  ad  follows;  — 


No.  in 
District 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Registered  Dairy  Premises 

2 

2 1 

Registered  Distributors  of  Milk 

6 

51 

l.icensed  Dealers  of  ruberculin  Tested  Milk 

2 

2t) 

Licensed  Dealers  of  I’asteurised  Milk 

IJcensed  Dealers  with  Supplementary  Licence 

1 

38 

to  sell  Tuberculin  Lested  Milk 
l.icensed  Dealers  with  Supplementary  Licence 

1 

2 

to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk 

3 

Totals 

15 

148 

10 


30  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  gave  the  following  results:  — 


Grade  of  Milk 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Number 

Satisfactory 

Number 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Nu  111  be  r 
IncDncliisive 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

2 

— 

Accredited 

— 

— 



— 

Pasteurised 

9 

7 

— 

2 

Undesignated 

19 

13 

6 

Totals 

30 

20 

8 

2 

3.  WATER. 

(a)  General. 

During  the  year:  — 

(i)  233  inspections  were  made  regarding  water  supplies. 

(ii)  5,118  visits  were  paid  in  obtaining  evidence  for  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  Public  Inquiry  into  the  Council's  District  Water 
Scheme, 

(iii)  13  houses  were  connected  to  water  mains  as  a result  of  action 
by  the  Sanitary  Department, 

(iv)  114  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  or 
chemical  examination,  and  gave  the  following  results  — 


Source 

No.  of 
Samples 

Public  Water  Mains 

36 

Private  Water  Mains 

50 

Public  Wells,  etc. 

4 

Private  Wells,  etc. 

24 

Totals  ■ . 

114 

Wholesome 

Below 

Stand- 

ard 

Unwholesome 

30 

6 

48 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

18 

4 

2 

98 

14 

2 

Details  of  the  sources  of  water  supplies  in  the  District  with  the 
population  and  properties  served  are  given  in  Appendix  A. 


(b)  Mains  Water  Supplies. 

Four  Parishes  were  provided  with  sufficient  main  water  supplies, 
and  parts  of  twelve  Parishes  had  mains  water  supplies  serving  special 
individual  groups  of  properties.  In  all,  approximately  36°,  of  the 
population  of  the  Rural  District  had  piped  mains  water. 

Samples  of  all  mains  water  supplies  were  submitted  for  laboratory 
examination  quarterly,  as  a routine  procedure. 

None  of  the  mains  water  supplies  were  treated  by  chlorination 
or  softening,  although  chlorinating  apparatus  was  available  for  use  as 
necessary  at  Earls  Colne. 

Details  of  mains  water  supplies  in  the  District  are  given  in  the 
following  table. 
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MAINS  WATER  SUPPLIES  WITH  POPULATION  AND  PROPERTIES  SERVED 
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fc)  Well  and  Other  Water  Supplies. 

12",  of  the  population  of  the  District  was  served  by  individual 
public  and  private  bore  wells  and  deep  wells  deriving  water  from  deep 
seated  chalk,  approximately  between  150  and  300  feet  deep. 

52'o  of  the  population  of  the  District  depended  upon  unsatisfactory 
public  and  private  shallow  gravel  wells  up  to  approximately  80  feet  deep, 
surface  springs,  streams,  ponds  and  rainwater. 

Many  of  the  bore  wells  and  deep  wells  yielded  water  of  excessive 
hardness  and  iron  content.  In  many  cases  treatment  for  hardness  and 
iron  content  was  not  carried  out  and  householders  preferred  to  use  the 
softer  or  more  palatable,  though  polluted  and  dangerous,  shallow  supplies. 

The  shallow  supplies  which  derive  their  water  from  gravel  beds 
above  and  below  the  Boulder  ( lay  had  yields  which  varied  more  or  less 
ilirectly  with  the  rainfall  and  were  readily  alfccted  by  drought.  Most 
of  these  shallow  supplies  were  unprotectetl  against  contamination.  Ihe 
quality  of  their  water  was  unsatisfactory  and  the  quantity  insufiicient 
and  variable.  44  of  the  shallow  supplies  were  known  to  be  polluted 
and  18'  to  be  below  standard.  In  times  of  drought  many  failed 
completely,  which  (hen  necessitateil  the  C'ouncil  stationing  and  replenishing 
water  tanks  in  various  paits  of  the  District. 

In  several  parts  of  the  District,  many  householders  including 
Council  house  tenants,  had  to  fetch  water  considerable  distances  to  their 
homes,  a quarter  id’  a mile  each  way  being  by  no  means  uncommon. 

4.  HOUSING. 

(a)  General. 

Housing  duties  again  had  to  take  priority  in  the  work  of  the 
Sanitary  Department,  and  a considerable  ann)unt  of  concentrated  effort 
was  devoted  to  the  inspection,  repair  arul  reconditioning  of  dwelling, 
houses. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  accommodation  in  the  District 
could  not  be  classed  otherwise  than  as  low.  The  District  contained 
numbers  of  hcruses  which  were  totally  unlit  for  human  habitation,  and 
larger  numbers  which  were  seriously  deteriorating,  and  whicli  unless  they 
are  extensively  repaired  or  reconditioned  urgently,  will  also  become 
totally  unfit  in  the  near  future.  On  account  of  the  serious  shortage  of 
houses,  considerable  numbers  of  unfit  houses  continued  to  have  to  be 
occupied,  notwithstanding  many  being  subject  to  demolition  orders  made 
in  pre-war  years.  Several  of  these  houses  fell  into  such  an  advanced 
state  of  decay  that  hahitatiim  was  impossible,  and  they  were  vacated  and 
left  derelict. 

The  shortage  of  building  labour  and  materials,  and  the  high  cost 
of  repairs  in  relation  to  rents  of  houses,  making  (he  execution  of  even 
essential  repairs  apart  from  the  necessary  sanitary  improvements 
uneconomic,  was  naturally  a very  big  obstacle  in  the  wav  t'l  improving 
housing  conditions,  aiul  will  continue  to  be  so.  The  carrying  out  of  even 
minor  weatherproofing  repairs  to  main  cottages  in  the  District  often 
absorbed  15  to  2l!  years'  rent,  iluring  which  time  further  expenditure 
inevitably  will  have  to  be  incurred. 

Certain  nroperly  owners  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  owning  of 
sub-standaril  property  could  be  more  of  a liability  than  an  asset  and  the 
practice  irccurred  of  either  abandoning  such  property  or  of  conveying  it  free 
of  cost  or  for  a nominal  sum  to  tenants,  imiiecimious  persons  and  others 
having  no  kniuvletlge  of  (heir  responsibilities  untler  the  Housing  Acts. 
In  addition,  bencliciaries  under  yvills  refused  to  accent  sub-standard  property 
left  to  them,  realising  that  it  yvas  likely  to  he  a financial  liabilily. 
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The  comprehensive  survey  of  all  houses  throughout  the  District  to 
determine  the  District’s  exact  housing  conditions  and  needs  was  continued, 
and  as  much  progress  was  made  thereon  as  circumstances  permitted.  The 
position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows:  — 


Parish 

Total  bouses 
to  be 
surveyed 

Houses 

Surveyed 

1 

Categories 

2 3 4 

5 

Alphamstone 

58 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Ashen 

71 

13 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

Belchamp  Otten 

47 

43 

— 

10 

26 

2 

5 

Belchamp  St.  Paul 

119 

119 

— 

30 

60 

4 

25 

Belchamp  Walter 

84 

84 

— 

16 

50 

12 

6 

Birdbrook 

118 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Borley 

36 

36 

— 

8 

14 

11 

3 

Bulmer 

174 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Bures  Hamlet 

113 

11 

— 

— 

— . 

1 

10 

Castle  Hedingham 

260 

260 

28 

46 

99 

54 

33 

Colne  Engaine 

168 

168 

20 

79 

52 

12 

5 

Earls  Colne  ... 

489 

111 

2 

42 

53 

•2 

12 

Eoxearth 

32 

82 

— 

27 

41 

11 

3 

Gestingthorpe 

133 

27 

— 

— 

— 

2 

25 

Goslield 

181 

181 

39 

85 

29 

24 

4 

Great  Henny  ... 

50 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Great  Maplestead 

74 

52 

7 

22 

15 

— 

8 

Great  Yeldham 

175 

118 

15 

45 

19 

17 

22 

Halstead  Rural 

178 

140 

2 

62 

58 

— 

18 

Helions  Bumpstead 

119 

40 

— 

— 

2 

2 

36 

La  marsh 

40 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Liston 

18 

18 

— 

1 

15 

2 

— 

Little  Henny  ... 

12 

12 

1 

2 

5 

2 

2 

Little  Maplestead 

53 

53 

1 

24 

19 

1 

8 

Little  Yeldham 

101 

13 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

Middleton 

32 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Ovington 

28 

28 

— 

7 

2 

9 

10 

Pebmansh 

118 

61 

— 

24 

1 

6 

20 

Pentlow 

55 

12 

— 

— 

— 

3 

9 

Ridgewell 

130 

130 

— 

38 

32 

29 

31 

Sible  Hedingham 

630 

77 

— 

— 

4 

13 

60 

Stambourne 

84 

19 

— 

— 

4 

3 

12 

Steeple  Bumpstead 

216 

40 



— 

4 

7 

29 

Sturmcr 

83 

83 

3 

35 

12 

17 

16 

Tilbury 

54 

54 

— 

15 

12 

11 

16 

Toppesfield 

152 

19 

— 

— 

— 

4 

15 

Twinstcad 

54 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

White  Colne  ... 

104 

26 

— 

— 

— 

7 

19 

Wickham  St.  Paul 

80 

80 

— 

16 

29 

18 

17 

Totals 

4773 

2252 

118 

634 

657 

289 

554 

Note. 

Category  1. 
Category  2. 
Category  3. 
Category  4. 
Category  5. 


Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

With  rnintu'  defects  only. 

Requiiing  repair,  structural  alteration  iir  improvement. 
Appropriate  for  reconditioning. 

Unfit  for  human  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at 
reasonable  cost. 
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(h)  Inspections. 

(1)  Inspections  regarding  disrenair  and  sanitary  defects  ...  842 

(2)  Houses  fully  surveyed  and  recorded  ...  ...  ...  75 

(3)  Houses  cursorily  surveyed  and  recorded  ...  ...  ...  1,126 

(4)  Investigations  of  Applications  for  Council  house  tenancies  10 

(5)  Inspections  regarding  re-conditioning  ...  ...  ...  611 

(6)  Inspections  regarding  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  2 

(7)  Miscellaneous  housing  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

(c)  Notices. 

(1)  Informal  Notices  served  requiring  remedy  of  disrenair  and 

sanitary  defects  . . ...  ..  ..  . . 116 

(2)  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936  4 

(3)  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  93,  Public  Health 

Act.  1936.  requiring  remedy  of  housing  disrepair  ...  ..  nil 

It  was  necessary  to  serve  a considerably  smaller 
number  of  statutory  notices  on  account  of  property 
owners  responding  very  satisfactoriK  to  informal  procedure. 

(d)  Unfit  Houses — Section  II,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Houses  Officially  Represented  under  Section  11.  Housing 

Act.  1936  ' 17 

(2)  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  . . . 29 

(3)  Undertakings  accepted  (a)  to  repair  or  recondition  ..  21 

(b)  not  to  use  for  human  habitation  6 

(4)  Houses  Officially  Represented  in  respect  of  which  "Time 
and  Place  Notices”  not  served  or  tiefmile  action  not  taken 

by  the  Council  during  1950  ..  . ..  . 3 

(5)  Accumulated  total  of  outstanding  Demolition  Orders  ...  62 

(6)  Accumulated  total  of  outstanding  Undertakings  . 60 

(7)  Accumulated  total  of  houses  officially  Represented  in 

respect  of  which  "time  and  Place  Notices”  not  served  or 
dehnite  action  not  taken  by  the  Council  ...  ...  . 3 
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(e)  Improvements. 


(1)  Houses  reconditioned  or  repaired' following  informal  action 

hy  the  Sanitary  Department  206 

(2)  Houses  repaired  following  Statutory  notices  under 

Section  9.  Housing  Act.  1936  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Houses  repaired  following  Statutory  notices  under 

Section  93.  Public  Health  Act.  1936  ...  ...  7 

(4)  Houses  repaired  or  reconditioned  following  statutory 

undertakings  under  Section  11.  Housing  Act.  1936  ...  5 

(5)  Houses  demolished  following  Statutory  Demolition  Orders 

under  Section  11.  Housing  Act.  1936  ...  12 


The  numbers  of  dwellings  which  during  the  oast  four  years  have 
been  either  repaired  to  a satisfactory  standard  or  reconditioned  and 
modernised  up  to  a standard  comparable  with  new  Council  houses  is 
worthy  of  special  mention,  particularly  when  compared  with  the  number 
of  Council  houses  erected  and  the  number  of  dwellings  demolished. 


Year 

Houses  Repaired 

Houses 

Reconditioned 

New  Council 
Houses  Erected 

Houses  Demolisljed 

1947 

111 

23 

26 

Nil 

1948 

154 

43 

63 

6 

1949 

286 

54 

61 

5 

1950 

219 

49 

54 

12 

Totals 

770 

169 

204 

2 4 

During  the  year  two  special  reports  were  submitted  on  the 
reconditioning  of  dwellings.  I lie  valuable  contribution  to  the  alleviation 
of  the  housing  problem  whieh  it  is  possible  to  make  bv  the  repair  and 
reconditioning  of  dwellings  mav  not  be  fully  appreciated. 


If  thoroughly  and  completely  carried  out,  reconditioning  provides 
modernised  houses  lor  half  the  expenditure  of  labour  and  materials  required 
for  the  same  quantity  of  new  house  building.  It  also  brings  back 
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into  use  houses  which  otherwise  would  remain  unoccupied,  it  forestalls 
dilapidations  which  would  otherwise  cause  properties  to  lapse  into  disuse, 
and  by  no  means  of  least  importance  it  preserves  buildings  which  are 
typical  of  the  traditional  work  of  the  District  and  are  an  important  part 
of  the  beauties  of  the  countryside.  F’erhaps  most  important  in  many  cases 
it  obviates  the  need  fixr  the  building  of  new  houses  at  present  day  high  costs 
which  is  a very  appreciable  consideration  when  the  charge  upon  the 
community  in  annual  subsidies  in  respect  of  new  Council  Houses  is  £22 
(8s.  5 Id.  per  week)  [£28  lOs.  (10s.  11  Id.  per  week)  in  respect  of  houses 
for  the  agricultural  population]. 

The  considerable  number  of  houses  which  have  been  thoroughU 
reconditioned  in  this  District  has  resulted  directly  from  the  policy  of 
co-ordinating  the  rehousing  of  apidicants  from  unsatisfactory  dwellings 
with  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  to  ensure  the  reconditioning  of  the 
unsatisfactory  dwelling  on  vacation.  These  modernised  dwellings  are  in 
many  cases  smaller  than  new  houses  and  are  let  at  economic  and 
unsubsidised  rents  below  those  of  new  houses. 


If)  Impruvcmcnt  Grants. 

.Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  6 

Improvement  Grants  recommended  by  Council  . . ...  6 

Improvement  Grants  approved  by  Ministry  of  Health  ...  nil 

It  winild  appear  that  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 

relating  to  the  reconditioning  and  improvement  of  dwellings  by  means 
of  Improvement  Grants  are  little  value  in  improving  unsatisfactory 
housing  conditions  on  account  of  the  Ministry’s  apparent  non-implementa- 
tion of  these  provisions. 


(g)  Overcrowding. 


Overcrowded  houses  existing  December,  1949  ...  ..  20 

Overcrowded  houses  found  during  1950  ...  ...  ..  3 

Overcrowded  houses  relieved  1950  ..  ...  . 5 

Overcrowded  houses  existing  December,  1950 

(Including  7 Council  houses)  ...  . . 18 

(h)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

Licensed  Camping  Grounds  ...  ..  ..  1 

Licensed  .Moveable  Dwellings  . ...  ...  ...  12 

Inspections  of  Moveable  Dwellings  . ..  19 

Inspections  of  Camping  Grounds  ...  . . 7 


5.  WORKPLACES. 

Duties  under  the  Factory  Act,  1937  and  the  Shops  Act,  1950  had 
to  he  somewhat  neglected.  On  the  whole  the  Factory  ami  Shop  premises 
in  the  District  were  fairlv  satisfactory,  but  too  many  were  not  provided 
with  sufficient  and  suitable  sanitary  conveniences  for  tjic  persons 
employed.  Details  of  premises  in  the  District  and  of  inspections  made 
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regarding  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation,  drainage  of 
floors,  sanitary  conveniences,  safety  from  fire,  washing  facilities,  etc.,  were; 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

14 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

59 

15 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 

premises) 

— 





Total 

7.S 

16 

— 

— 

Particulnrs 

No. 

of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 

FoiiuJ 

Remedied 

To  II  4t. 
Inspector 

Kefprretl 
By  H M 
Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S,3.) 







_ 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4.) 



— 

InelFective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6.) 

. 





— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

4 

4 

— 



— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  . . 

1 

1 

— 



— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  . . . 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total; 

5 

F, 

— 

— 

— 
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OUTWORK 


Nature  of  Work 


Wearing  apparel 
— Making,  etc.. 


Section  110 
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Premises 

No.  in  district 

Inspections 

Shops 

154 

266 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

29 

8 

Schools 

31 

12 

6.  WASTE  MATTERS. 

(a)  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Of  the  39  Parishes  in  the  District  only  7 Parishes  (Castle  Hedingham, 
Colne  Engaine,  Earls  Colne,  Foxearth,  Sible  Hedingham,  Steeple  Bump- 
stead  and  part  of  White  Colne),  were  provided  with  public  sewers,  and 
four  Parishes  (Earls  Colne,  Sible  Hedingham,  Steeple  Bumpstead  and  part 
of  White  Colne)  with  public  sewage  disposal  works. 

Schemes  for  the  Parishes  of  Castle  Hedingham,  Gostield,  Great 
Yeldham  and  Sible  Hedingham,  and  a joint  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Bures 
Hamlet  with  Bures  St.  Mary  (Melford  Rural  District  Council)  have  been 
prepared.  Schemes  for  the  Parishes  of  Belchamp  St.  Paul,  Birdbrook, 
Bulmer,  Colne  Engaine,  Foxearth,  Gestingthorpe,  Halstead  Rural 
(Greenstead  Green),  Heiions  Bumpstead,  Pebmarsh,  Ridgewell,  Sturmer. 
Toppestield  and  Wickham  St.  Paul,  are  urgently  required. 

No  new  works  of  sewerage  or  sewage  disposal  or  important 
additions  to  existing  works  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

17  inspections  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Department  of  public 
sewers  regarding  nuisances  arising  therefrom. 


(b)  Drainage. 

Drainage  from  properties  in  Parishes  not  provided  with  public 
sewers  discharged  either  directly  into  sewer  ditches  and  other  ditches,  or 
into  private  cesspools  and  septic  tanks,  large  numbers  of  which  discharged 
into  ditches.  The  considerable  number  of  polluted  and  foul  ditches 
throughout  the  District  gave  rise  to  serious  nuisances,  and  were  the  cause 
of  many  coipplaints.  It  is  essential  that  no  new  drainage  works  are 
permitted  to  discharge  directly  into  ditches  and  thereby  aggravate  already 
serious  nuisances.  Far  too  many  houses  throughout  the  District  were 
still  without  means  of  drainage  and  occupiers  were  obliged  to  dispose  of 
slop  water  and  night  soil  on  gardens,  allotments,  etc.,  which  was  in  many 
cases  unsatisfactory  due  to  restricted  space. 
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During  the  year  53  inspections  of  ditches  and  water  courses,  3 
drainage  water  tests,  164  drainage  smoke  tests,  and  697  drainage 
inspections  were  made.  As  a result  ot  action  by  the  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment 3t)  premises  were  drained  to  public  sewers,  54  premises  were  drained 
to  septic  tanks,  15  drains  were  reconstructed,  12  drams  were  cleansed  and 
16  ditches  were  cleansed. 


(c)  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Only  a small  proportion  of  proiierties  throughout  the  District  were 
provided  with  water  closets,  even  in  Parishes  where  sewerage  and  piped 
water  supply  were  available,  and  far  too  many  of  the  existing  conservancy 
closets  were  privies  with  insanitary  pits  which  could  at  least  be  converted 
into  more  sanitary  earth  closets  at  very  little  cost. 

197  inspections  regarding  sanitary  conveniences  were  carried  out. 

Activities  for  securing  the  abolition  of  privies  and  the  conversion  of 
conservancy  closets  into  water  closets  were  continued,  and  as  a result  of 
action  by  the  Sanitary  Department  32  privy  conversions  were  carried  out 
and  3 sanitary  conveniences  were  repaired  or  reconstructed.  1 10  in- 
spections regarding  privy  conversions  were  made. 


(d)  Refuse  Storage  and  Disposal. 

Public  cleansing  was  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Council's  Surveyor. 
The  Council  possessed  two  refuse  collecting  vehicles  and  undertook  the 
removal  of  house  refuse  at  foitnightly  intervals  in  the  Parishes  of  Castle 
Hedingham.  Earls  Colne.  Sible  Hedingham  and  White  Colne,  and  con- 
tracted for  the  removal  of  night  soil  and  refuse  in  the  Parish  of  llures 
Hamlet.  In  the  remaining  Parishes,  the  Council  removed  tins  and 
salvage  at  approximately  monthly  intervals.  Refuse  and  tins  were 
disposed  of  on  refuse  dumps  at  Bures  (which  was  also  used  for  night 
soil).  Great  Yeldham,  Sible  Hedingham,  Steeple  Bumpstead  and  White 
Colne. 

During  the  year  special  reports  were  submitted  on  the  condition 
of  each  of  these  refuse  dumps  and  the  Council  resolved  to  discontinue 
the  use  of  an  unsatisfactory  dumn  at  Wetherslield  Road,  Sible  Hedingham. 
and  to  dispose  of  refuse  on  each  of  the  other  dumps  by  properly 
controlled  tipping. 

There  was  a serious  lack  of  ash  pits  or  regulation  dustbins  through- 
out the  District  even  in  Parishes  where  public  scavenging  was  in  operation, 
and  at  far  too  many  properties  including  many  of  the  Council's  own 
houses,  occupiers  deposited  refuse  in  nondescript  uncovered  receptacles 
which  overflowed  on  to  the  ground  and  attracted  and  harboured  nests. 

Eleven  inspeetions  of  refuse  tips,  and  72  inspections  regarding 
refuse  accumulations  were  made,  and  as  a result  of  action  by  the  Sanitarv 
Department  12  regulation  dustbins  were  provided  to  properties. 


7.  PESTS. 

Six  premises,  including  live  Council  houses,  were  found  to  be 
infested  with  vermin  and  were  disinfested.  Fourteen  inspections  regarding 
vermin  infestations  and  1,131  inspections  regarding  rats  and  mice 
infestations  were  made. 

I'hirty-seven  premises  were  found  to  be  seriously  infested  with  rats 
atid  were  disinfested.  The  Council’s  public  sewers  and  refuse  dumps 
were  rat  ilisinfesled  as  a routine  measure  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  requirements. 
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Details  of  Rodent  Control  work  carried  out  during  the  >car  were; 
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8.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Three  premises  were  disinfected  following  notifiable  diseases. 


9 MISCELLANEOUS. 

One  hundred  and  eight  visits  of  inspection  were  made  regarding 
miscelljjneous  sanitary  matters  in  addition  to  16  investigations  regarding 
smoke  and  dust  nuisances  and  13  investigations  of  nuisances  arising  from 
the  keeping  of  poultry  and  animals. 

One  hundred  and  eleven  plans  deposited  under  the  Council’s 
Building  Bve-laws  were  examined  and  reported  upon  regarding  sanitary 
conditions.  Duties  were  also  carried  out  under  the  Rivers  Pullution 
(Prevention)  Acts. 


In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  the  opinion  that  in  spite  of 
the  many  present  day  limitations,  difficulties  and  frustrations,  the  honest 
effort  which  is  being  made  to  improve  the  general  sanitars  condition 
of  the  District  is  bearing  fruits,  and  one  can  gain  satisfaction  from  the 
progress  made  and  look  forward  to  continued  stead\  progress  for  the 
benefit  of  the  District  and  the  health  of  its  inhabitants. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 


HAROLD  NIELD. 

Sanitary  Officer. 
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appendix  a. 


SOUECBS  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES  WITH  POPULATION  AND  PROPEETIBB  SERVED. 
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